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mud, or fire atmosphere could be en-
countered, persons shall be removed to
safe places before blasting.

§57.20032 Two-way communication
equipment for underground oper-
ations.

Telephones or other two-way commu-
nication equipment with instructions
for their use shall be provided for com-
munication from underground oper-
ations to the surface.

Subpart T—Safety Standards for
Methane in Metal and
Nonmetal Mines

AUTHORITY: 30 U.S.C. 811.

SOURCE: 52 FR 24941, July 1, 1987, unless
otherwise noted.

GENERAL

§57.22001 Scope.

This subpart T sets forth procedures
and safety standards for each metal
and nonmetal underground mine sub-
ject to the Federal Mine Safety and
Health Act of 1977. All metal and
nonmetal mines will be placed into one
of the categories or subcategories de-
fined in this subpart. Mines shall oper-
ate in accordance with the applicable
standards in this subpart to protect
persons against the hazards of methane
gas and dust containing volatile mat-
ter. The standards in this subpart
apply to underground mines as well as
surface mills at Subcategory I-C mines.
These mines are also required to be op-
erated in accordance with the other ap-
plicable health and safety standards
published in 30 CFR part 57.

§57.22002 Definitions.

The following definitions apply in
this subpart:

Competent person. A person des-
ignated by the mine operator who has
sufficient experience and training to
perform the assigned task.

Explosive material. Explosives, blast-
ing agents, and detonators. Explosives
are substances classified as explosives
by the Department of Transportation
in §§173.53, 173.88, and 173.100 of Title 49
of the Code of Federal Regulations
(1986 Edition). Blasting agents are sub-

§57.22003

stances classified as blasting agents by
the Department of Transportation in
§173.114(a) of Title 49 of the Code of
Federal Regulations (1986 Edition).
Detonators are devices containing a
detonating charge used to initiate ex-
plosives. Examples of detonators are
blasting caps, electric or non-electric
instantaneous or delay blasting caps
and delay connectors. [A copy of Title
49 is available at any Metal and
Nonmetal Mine Safety and Health Dis-
trict Office of the Mine Safety and
Health Administration].

Substantial construction. Construction
of such strength, material, and work-
manship that the object will withstand
air blasts, blasting shock, ground
movement, pressure differentials, wear,
and usage which may be expected to
occur in the mining environment.

[62 FR 24941, July 1, 1987, as amended at 69
FR 38842, June 29, 2004]

MINE CATEGORIZATION

§57.22003 Mine category or sub-
category.

(a) All underground mines, and the
surface mills of Subcategory I-C mines
(gilsonite), shall be placed into one of
the following categories or subcat-
egories to protect persons against the
hazards of methane and dusts con-
taining volatile matter. Categories and
subcategories are defined as follows:

(1) Category I applies to mines that
operate within a combustible ore body
and either liberate methane or have
the potential to liberate methane based
on the history of the mine or the geo-
logical area in which the mine is lo-
cated. Category I is divided into Sub-
categories I-A, I-B, and I-C as follows:

(1) Subcategory I-A applies to mines
that operate within a combustible ore
body and liberate methane and in
which—

(A) A concentration of 0.25 percent or
more methane has been detected in the
mine atmosphere and confirmed by lab-
oratory analysis; or

(B) An ignition of methane has oc-
curred.

(ii) Subcategory I-B applies to mines
that operate within a combustible ore
body and have the potential to liberate
methane based on the history of the
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